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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 December 2010 and 18 October 2010 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-7 and 9-21 is/are rejected. 

7) E3 Claim(s) 8 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 13 June 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|E|AII b)Q Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .|EI Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/582,736 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3728 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 1 2/6/201 0 and 1 0/1 8/201 0, PROSECUTION 
IS HEREBY REOPENED. New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office Action. Claims 1-21 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. Claims 1 , 4-7, 9-1 3, 1 5 and 1 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Ehrensvard et al. US 6,244,462 B1 . 
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Claim 1 : Ehrensvard discloses a blister package with an arrangement with a 
blister package 40 and a conductor carrier (see figure above) connected to it, 
wherein openings in the conductor carrier are directed toward pockets of the 
blister package, and wherein, upon removal of a tablet 44 from a pocket, a 
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sealing film 16 of the blister package sealing the pocket must be separated, and 
the tablet 44 is removable through an opening assigned to it, the improvement 
wherein the openings are formed by stamped lines (see figure above) positioned 
within the conductor carrier (58/60/62)/see figure above that surround each of the 
pockets in a ring shape, and that are interrupted by at least two bridge parts 
17/19 by means of which a covering, separated by the stamped line (see figure 
above) out of the conductor carrier and covering the pocket, is connected with 
the conductor carrier (see figure above); wherein the bridge parts 17/19 are so 
distributed about the periphery of the stamped line that, when a tablet 44 is 
pressed out from a pocket, at least one bridge part is broken; and wherein the 
conductor carrier includes individual conductors (58/60/62) each of which 
extends from an individual connecting pad 56 over at least the one bridge part 
17/19 that is severed upon tablet removal. (Col 3:63-4:13 Fig. 4 and 5) 
Claim 4: Ehrensvard discloses the stamped lines (see figure above) have a 
shape selected from the group consisting of an oval. 

Claim 5: Ehrensvard discloses the bridge parts 17/19 is positioned diametrically 
opposite each other about the circumference of the stamped line (see figure 
above), and wherein the individual conductor (58/60/62) associated therewith 
extends over both bridge parts 1 7/1 9. 

Claim 6: Ehrensvard discloses the two bridge parts 17/19 each lie along the 
direction of the longer extension of the stamped line (see figure above). 
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Claim 7: Ehrensvard discloses the individual conductor (58/60/62) extends over 
the first and the additional bridge parts 1 7/1 9. 

Claim 9: Ehrensvard discloses the conductor carrier (see figure above) includes 
the individual conductors (58/60/62) on the side facing away from the blister 
package 40, and is attached to the side facing toward the blister package 40 by 
means of the sealing film 16 of the blister package. 

Claim 10: Ehrensvard discloses the conductor carrier (see figure above) is at 
least partially provided with an electrically insulating protective 90 on its side 
facing away from the blister package that covers at least the individual 
conductors and a common conductor. (Col 2:57-67, 3:63-4:13 Fig. 5) 
Claim 11 : Ehrensvard discloses the conductor carrier (see figure above) includes 
the individual conductors (58/60/62) on its side facing toward the blister package 
40, and that the side of the conductor carrier facing toward the blister package is 
provided with an electrically insulating layer 90 covering the individual conductors 
(58/60/62), and wherein the side of the electrically insulating layer 90 facing 
toward the blister package is connected with the sealing film 16 of the blister 
package. (Col 2:57-67, 3:63-4:13 Fig. 5) 

Claim 12: Ehrensvard discloses the electrically insulating layer 90 is provided 
with an adhesive layer that may be connected with the sealing film 1 6 of the 
blister package 40. (Col 2:57-67) 
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Claim 13: Ehrensvard discloses the adhesive layer is covered by a tear film that 
may be separated from the adhesive layer in order to connect the adhesive layer 
to the sealing film 16. (Col 2:57-67) 

Claim 15: Ehrensvard discloses the conductor carrier (see figure above) forms a 
first component (a) of the carrier that folds like a book, and a second component 
(j) forms at least one of an insertion opening 70 for each pocket of the blister 
package 40 and a common insertion opening for all pockets of the blister 
package, and may be folded about a fold line 12 with respect to the conductor 
carrier (see figure above) so that the blister package 40 is accepted between the 
conductor carrier and the second part, whereby each pocket of the blister 
package extends through an insertion opening 70 of the second component or all 
pockets of the blister package through the common insertion opening of the 
second component, and wherein the conductor carrier , the blister package, and 
the second component receiving the pockets of the blister package are 
connected with each other. (Col 2:57-67, 3:63-4:35 Fig. 1 , 4 and 5) 
Claim 17: Ehrensvard discloses the conductor carrier (see figure above) and the 
second component (j) project over the blister package 40 on all sides. (Col 2:57- 
67, 3:63-4:35 Fig. 1, 4 and 5) 

Claim 18: Ehrensvard discloses the fold line extends along the longer side of the 
conductor carrier (see figure above) and the second component (j). (Col 2:57-67, 
3:63-4:35 Fig. 1,4 and 5) 
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Claim 19: Ehrensvard discloses the conductor carrier (see figure above), the 
blister package 40 and the second component (j) receiving the pockets of the 
blister package 40 are adhered together. (Col 2:57-67, 3:63-4:35 Fig. 1 , 4 and 5) 
Claim 20: Ehrensvard discloses the electrically insulating layer 90 is 
simultaneously an adhesive layer that may be connected to the sealing film 16 of 
the blister package. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 2-3, 1 4 and 1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ehrensvard et al. US 6,244,462 B1 in view of Simon et al. US 
2005/0226100 based of PCT Application disclosed in the Applicant's IDS . 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,736 
Art Unit: 3728 



Page 8 




mi common 
Figure 4 

Claim 2: Ehrensvard discloses the claimed invention as stated above but it does 
not specifically disclose each individual conductor, at its end opposite its 
associated individual connection pad, is connected with a common conductor 
which is connected to a common connection pad. 

However Simon teaches that it was known in the art to have each individual 
conductor 5a-5g/14, at its end opposite its associated individual 
connection pad 14a-14g, is connected with a common conductor 6/10/17 
which is connected to a common connection pad 15. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the arrangement of the common and 
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individual pads connected together as taught by Simon, since Simon 
suggests at Para. 0034 and Fig. 4 that such a modification would provide 
an arrangement of the common and individual conductors to provide an 
electrical connection between the blister pack and an outside device. 
Claim 3: Simon further discloses the individual connecting pads 14a-14g and the 
common connection pad 15 are components of an interface, which upon 
insertion of the blister package arrangement in a receiver device 23, effect a 
defined position orientation and is electrically connected with an electronic unit in 
the receiver device to detect the severance of the individual conductors 5a-5g/14. 
(Para. 0037) 

Claim 14: Simon further discloses the conductor carrier projects over the blister 
package at least on the side of the interface (see figure above). 
Claim 16: Ehrensvard discloses a conductor carrier and a second component 
project over the blister package but it does not specifically disclose them both at 
least on the side of an interface of the conductor carrier with a receiver device. 
However as stated above, Simon teaches an interface of a conductor 
carrier connecting to a receiver device. 
4. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ehrensvard et al. US 6,244,462 B1 in view of Simon et al. US 2005/0226100 based of 
PCT Application disclosed in the Applicant's IDS. 

Claim 21 : Ehrensvard discloses a blister package a blister package 40 having a 
plurality of pockets each configured to receive a tablet 44 therein; and a 
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conductor carrier (see figure above) connected to the blister package 40, the 
conductor carrier comprising a cover 16 area positioned adjacent to each pocket 
in the blister package 40, each cover area defined by a stamped line 16 opening 
formed thereabout in the conductor carrier; at least two bridge parts 17/19 
interrupting each stamped line 16 opening to connect each cover area to a 
surrounding conductor carrier area, the at least two bridge parts 17/19 positioned 
such that at least one bridge part is broken when a tablet 44 is pressed out from 
the corresponding pocket; and an individual conductor (58/60/62) extending out 
from each of the plurality of individual connection pads 56, over the at least one 
bridge part 17/19 of a respective cover area, and the individual conductor 
(58/60/62) configured to break along with the at least one bridge part 17/19 that 
is broken when a tablet 44 is pressed out from the corresponding pocket. (Col 
3:58-4:13 Fig. 4 and 5) 

Ehrensvard does not specifically disclose an interface to provide an 
electrical connection between the conductor carrier and an attachable 
electronic unit configured to detect removal of a tablet from a pocket of the 
blister package, the interface comprising a plurality of individual 
connections pads and a common connection pad; a common conductor 
extending out from the common connection pad; and the individual 
conductors connecting to the common conductor. 

However Simon teaches that it was known in the art to provide an interface 
to provide an electrical connection between the conductor carrier and an 
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attachable electronic unit 23 configured to detect removal of a tablet 20 
from a pocket of the blister package, the interface comprising a plurality of 
individual connections pads 14a-14g and a common connection pad 15; a 
common conductor 6/10/17 extending out from the common connection 
pad 15; and the individual conductors 5a-5g/14 connecting to the common 
conductor 6/10/17. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the arrangement of the common and 
individual pads connected together as taught by Simon, since Simon 
suggests at Para. 0034 and Fig. 4 that such a modification would provide 
an arrangement of the common and individual conductors to provide an 
electrical connection between the blister pack and an outside device. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 8 is allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed 1 0/1 8/201 0 and 1 2/6/201 0, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-21 under 102(b) with reference Ehrensvard 
6,244,462 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is 
made in view of Ehrensvard 6,244,462 applied differently than previous Office Action 
and also in view of Simon US 2005/0226100. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JENINE M. PAGAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3216. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8am- 
4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mickey Yu/ /Jenine M Pagan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3728 Examiner, Art Unit 3728 



